B e & s

L e ey

Js HOLMLUND

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
IVIAPPING

Isn't What It Used 1o Be

"1_| -.}#‘i-

Various technologic lada nees

72
"‘”'" e .g‘r .-r—. mnf:"“w

are makin gthe bfaster, '-*'f........... 4

5

®

*l
&

By Reed Karaim

he cutting edge of archacological mapping comes wrapped in an unimpressive
silver box. With a diabolically winking green eye visible through a small glass
window, it looks like something out of a bad 1950s’ science fiction movie. On a
rare gray morning in Tucson, the box is perched on a tripod above a 2,000-year-
old pithouse, blinking away quietly while Jim Holmlund, president of Geo-Map,
an archaeological and geological mapping firm, monitors its progress on a laptop. "You
should see it in the dark.” Holmlund says while we wait. "You see all these flashes of
green laser light-thousands of them. It's really quits beautiful”

This Image of raw data, called a point cloud, was produced by a 3-D laser scan of a bell-shaped pit.
The point cloud will undergo a complicated process in which it's converted Into data archaeologists can use.
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